Diffuse panbronchiolitis: follow-up CT examination.
The authors reviewed serial computed tomographic (CT) scans obtained in 19 patients with diffuse panbronchiolitis (DPB) to evaluate changes in disease pattern over time. Nineteen patients with DPB were entered into the study. After initial CT examination, 12 patients were randomly assigned to receive long-term low-dose (200 mg three times daily) erythromycin therapy; seven patients received no treatment. Follow-up CT scans revealed that centrilobular areas of high attenuation observed initially had progressed to dilatation of the proximal airway in some patients in the untreated group. In the treated group, the centrilobular and branched linear areas of high attenuation were decreased in number and size, although the airway dilatation and decreased lung attenuation in the peripheral areas remained unchanged or were slightly increased. CT scans are valuable in the study of the disease process and response to therapy in DPB.